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SB 897 (STEINBERG) 
Civic Learning & Engagement: Career Pathways 

& Adult Learners 
 

 

BILL SUMMARY 
SB 897 would clarify that public sector 
entities can participate in the 2013 Career 
Pathways Trust so that students can gain 
skills to work in our emerging economy, 
regardless of whether those skills are 
gained in the public sector or the private 
sector.  
 
As a condition of receipt of Trust funds for 
pathways connected with public sector 
entities, the State Superintendent would be 
required to consider whether grant 
recipients must include the College, Career, 
and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social 
Studies State Standards. 
 
SB 897 also reemphasizes the importance 
of civic empowerment among adult learners 
enrolled in our state schools by requiring 
basic teaching of government, civic 
engagement, and registering to vote in 
some adult education classes.  
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
Too many studies show an alarming 
deficiency in civic knowledge and in turn the 
ability for our residents and citizens to 
protect our democracy: 
 
• U.S. ranked 139th in voter participation 

of 172 world democracies in 2007. 
• 24% of graduating high school 

seniors scored at the proficient or 
advanced level in civics in 2010. 

• Fewer than 70% of high school seniors 
reported learning about important parts 
of civic knowledge in 2010, including the 

U.S. Constitution, Congress, or the 
court system. 

• College seniors scored only 54% 
correct answers on a test measuring 
civic knowledge. (U.S. Department of 
Education, 2011) 
 

As a democracy, we depend on a 
knowledgeable and engaged population. 
Education plays a fundamental role in 
building civic vitality within our communities 
and state. 
 
American leaders recognize that one of the 
most important purposes of educating the 
nation's residents and citizens is to protect 
against tyranny and dictatorship and 
strengthen a well-functioning democracy. 
 
As reported by The California Task Force 
on K-12 Civic Learning to the State Board in 
2014:  
• “The American public and business 

community are keenly interested in 
youth developing the competencies 
necessary to thrive in a changing global 
economy. Civic learning not only 
enhances knowledge of economic and 
political processes, but supports college 
and career readiness through 
opportunities for youth to apply 
academic concepts in real-world 
settings, work collaboratively in teams, 
and engage with professional role 
models.” 

 
• “Civic learning provides compelling, 

motivating, and challenging experiences 
that can keep kids in school. Civic 
learning, beginning in elementary and 
middle school with a focus on civic 
responsibility, is directly tied to a 
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student’s propensity to drop out of high 
school.  More than 80% of students who 
drop out indicate that they would have 
been more likely to stay in school if they 
had more opportunities to participate in 
experiential learning.  In particular, 
taking courses that require community 
service and participating in student 
government.” 

 
 

SUPPORT 
 
State Bar of California 
California School Boards Association 
 

OPPOSITION 
 
None 
 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
 
Please contact Margie Estrada (916)651-
4170 or margie.estrada@sen.ca.gov.  
 


